Oxford and its Story

they did, therefore, was simply to enjoin WyclifTe
to remain within the walls of Black Hall, whilst
they, after considering his opinions, declared them
orthodox, but liable to misinterpretation. But
Wycliffe could not disobey the Archbishop's summons
to appear at Lambeth. There he proved the value of
a Schoolman's training. The subtlety of " the most
learned clerk of his time" reduced his opponents to
silence.

The prelates were at a loss how to proceed. They
were relieved from their dilemma by the arrival of a
Knight from the Court, who brought a peremptory
message from the Princess of Wales, mother of
Richard II., forbidding them to issue any decree
against WyclirTe.

The session was dissolved by an invasion of the
London crowd. WyclifFe escaped scot-free. Then
followed the scandal of the Great Schism, when two,
or even three, candidates each claimed to be the one
and only Vicar of Christ.

It is the Great Schism which would appear to have
converted WyclirTe into a declared opponent of the
papacy. Pondering on the problems of Church and
State which had hitherto occupied his energies, he was
now forced to the conclusion that the papal, and there-
fore the sacerdotal power in general must be assailed.
It was a logical deduction from his central thesis, the
doctrine of" dominion founded on grace." He organ-
ised a band of preachers who should instruct the laity in
the mother tongue and supply them with a Bible trans-
lated into English. Thus under his auspices Oxford
became the centre of a widespread religious movement.
There the poor or simple priests, as they were called,
had a common abode, whence, barefooted and clad in
russet or grey gowns which reached to their ankles,
they went forth to propagate his doctrines. And since
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